The owners of The Station
nightclub say they hope

the fund helps offset
schoolrelated expenses

for the nearly 80 children
who lost parents in the’

2003 blaze. '

BY PAUL EDWARD PARKER
- JOURNAL STAFF WRITER -

" The owners of The . Station
nightclub, site of a 2003 fire that -
killed 100 people, have formed a
charity to defray educational costs
for the nearly 80 children who lost

_parents in the fire.

- Jeffrey A. Derderian, one of the

brothers -who' owned . the West

i Warwick nightclub, said the Sta-
" tion Education Fund is the first of

- several planned effortsto “provide
some - measure of solace to all-
those affected.” He declined io say
what else the brothers - have in-
mind.

The fund hopes to prowde tui-
tion money. for the- children, as
well as cover the cost of exiras as-
sociated with school years, such
as yearbooks, athletic equipment,

field ‘trips, “art “supplies, prom’
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Extra: Fcr our contlnumg report
on the Station fire and its
aftermath, go {o .
www.projo.com/stationfire

gowne, books and .tutoring,, Der-
derian said. Children will be eligi- .

" ble from }nndergarten through."
. college. :

We're just frying to do some

‘good,” Derderian said, adding he
_was “hopeful that we can make a:
‘difference in these Kkids' lives. -

They've. been through a t'ough
tough time.” :
~The: fund will raise " money

" through a variety of events, he

said, lsting carnivals, golf tourna-
ments and letter-writing cam-:
paigns as possible examples. The
fund’s first event, a motorcycle
ride and stunit show called “Revv-
ing up for Kids,” has been sched-
uled for Sept. 30.

. Derderian and his brother, Mi-
chael A. Derderian, each pleaded

. Builty to 100 counts of involuntary

manslaughter last September Mi-
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chael, 46, was sentericed to serve'

foursyears in prison. Jeffrey, 40,
was sentenced fo perform 500
hours of community service.
Work on the fund will not count

toward the commumty semce he _

gaid.? -
‘The Station caught fire Feb 20

2003, when a rock band’s fire--

works ignited highly flammable
polyurethane foam that the Der-
derians had placed on the build-

ing’s walls as soundproofing after
neighbors - complamed _ about.
noise.

" . something we should be doing.

~Jeffrey Derdenan said hlS g
brother had the idea to start the

education fund almost three years
.ago. “When we were able, this. is
He said: Michael was “very in-
. volved” in running the fund, even
though he is behind bars. The Der-
derians- are joined in organizing
" the fund by Jody King, the brother
of Tracy King, a bouncer who died
-in the fire. The three men’s wives
are :also involved. They made an
initial ‘contribution .of an undis-
closed amount to start the fund.

The fund also has a 15-member

advisory board that will help plan
fundraisers -and other -activities.
The-advisers-include event plan-
ning professionals, educators and
businesspeople. Jeffrey Derderian
identified three of the advisers:
businessman Bruce Lang, former

radio personality Mary-Ann Sor-.

“the month, Derderian said. It di

rentino - and Gordon WEISS of
'._grandsons ‘after. her daughter
':_Tammy Mattera Housa, died in-

UNICEF. -

" The find sent out letters to ela—' g

gible families at the' begmmng of

rected them to a Web.site, ' where

they could review plans for the L
fund. The Web:site will-become
.available‘to the public next Thurs- *
day atwww.stationeducationfun-
-d.org. The Web site will also have

information for people who want -
: mg,” she added. “T  don’t: think
- want to get involved with anything

to participate in “Revwng up for
Kids™ o

Derdenan sald famlhes have re-
acted. favorably to the creation of
the fund."“Se far.it’s been posi-

-tive,” he sa_ld “It’s been vexy p051-j' '

tive.”

assessment. :
Dlane Mattera 55 ofWarwx'

_hfe end now they wantto giv
money-for'my’ grandso
‘books? No,” Mattera said.

‘money. It’s: tainted. ¢
“with my. daughter’s bloo

"'not - associated with' the " Station
. Family Fund, a" separate chanty-

Not ail would_ agree w1ﬂ1 that | set up byﬁre survwors ;-:Z SR
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“has’ been raxsmg one of her two

day. “I.just could not tak
+“Others say they should be

: erderlans have to offer" !
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